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Dear Madame Justice,

I’d like to begin by acknowledging that we are here on the unceded and ancestral territory of the 
Coast Salish Peoples, and by expressing my gratitude for their stewardship of these lands since 
time immemorial. 

I appreciate this opportunity to state my reasons for having breached the "Injunction Order" issued 
by the Justice K.N. Affleck on June 1, 2018, and therefore having committed Criminal Contempt of 
Court. 

On September 9, 2021, I was arrested, as part of an inter-faith prayer circle non-violent direct 
action. On that day, a group of us entered an active work zone in a forested area in Burnaby BC, 
effectively stopping tree cutting in preparation for construction of the Trans Mountain Expansion 
Project (TMX). We sat in prayer and meditation, and sang songs honouring the sacredness of 
water, in order to make the statement that this desecration of Mother Earth must stop.

As a person of faith, I am mindful of the moral imperative for us to think seven generations into the 
future when making decisions which affect us today. I consider it to be my sacred duty to do 
whatever is in my power, to ensure that I leave the world in a condition that will continue to support 
life as we know it, for present and future generations. The continued expansion of new fossil fuel 
infrastructure, such as the Trans Mountain Expansion Project, during a declared climate 
emergency, is in violation of this moral imperative. It will result in an increase in fossil fuel 
emissions, at a time when the science is abundantly clear that we need to be transitioning away 
from burning fossil fuels as quickly as possible, if we are to maintain a livable planet.

We are in uncharted territory. Climate change is threatening the survival of life on Earth. I am a 
mother of two adult children. Access to the basic requirements of life such as clean water, air and 
food is their birthright. Yet they are part of the first generation ever, to be facing the reality that this 
birthright is being stolen, by a system which allows greed and profit to take precedence over 
people and planet. The shameful tragedy is that we have known for decades that we are 
extracting and consuming fossil fuels at a rate which far exceeds Earth!s capacity to maintain a 
stable climate, yet this has been allowed to continue. I refuse to stand by and do nothing while 
over one million animal and plant species are threatened with extinction within decades - more 
than ever before in human history, as a direct result of human activity. (1) ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! 
Too much has already been lost.

I believe in the rule of law as a principle which defines the rights and responsibilities of people to 
coexist peacefully in society. I do not take lightly my decision to break the law. However, over the 
past 9 years, I have pursued all available legal avenues to express my opposition:

• In 2012, I co-founded the community organization "Burnaby Residents Opposing Kinder 
Morgan Expansion”, which is still active to this day.

• In 2014, I applied to be an Intervenor in the National Energy Board hearings, on the basis of 
my deep concern about potential adverse impacts this project would have on myself and my 
family, given that my home is in close proximity to the Trans Mountain Westridge Marine 
Terminal. The Board rejected my Application to participate as an intervenor, and even denied 
my ability to submit a letter of comment.  



• I spoke before the Ministerial Panel appointed by the Trudeau government following their 
election in 2016.

• I have met with my MP, written dozens of letters, and signed countless petitions urging the 
government to cancel this project.

• I have organized and attended numerous marches and rallies in protest of this project.

With construction of the Trans Mountain Expansion proceeding unabated, my conscience 
compelled me to act in the most powerful way I could, to prevent any further destruction of 
whatever chance is left for a livable world for my children and all future life. I am witnessing to the 
truth that Earth is a finite planet, with a limited capacity to sustain life. I have learned that life on 
Earth involves a reciprocal relationship, and we have forgotten how to pay attention to taking care 
of this balance.

The action I have taken is also in solidarity with the Indigenous Peoples of this land, who do not 
give their consent to this project. (2) I recognize that this place where I live, has been the home of 
the Coast Salish people since time immemorial. Canada is a signatory to the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The UN Declaration sets out an explicit 
requirement to obtain free, prior and informed consent. It affirms the rights of Indigenous peoples 
to make their own decisions about their lives, territories and futures, and to decide according to 
their own laws, customs and traditions whether a project should proceed, be modified or be 
rejected. (3)

Madame Justice, I know that you have children of your own, and I’m sure you care about the 
future of young people today as much as I do. I ask you to put yourself in my position, and 
consider my decision to breach the injunction through the lens of my concern for the survival of my 
children, their children, and all life on Earth. My heart breaks with the knowledge of the damage 
which has already been done, for the lives we can never bring back. I grieve the reality that life as 
we have known it is not something my children and future generations can be assured of. I ask 
you to look into the future, and consider how the choices we are making today will be judged 
seven generations from now.

Just this morning, on my way to the courthouse, I received a message from my daughter Thea 
Walmsley, who is 24 years old. I would like to share an excerpt with you of what she wrote to me:

“Growing up, I always wanted to be a mother. To bring curious, open-hearted children into 
this world; to create safe and loving places for them to explore and experience all of the 
beauty and wonder it contains. And, in recent years, like many in my generation, I have 
been forced to confront whether this is an ethical thing to do, because of the deep 
uncertainty about whether the planet will be livable. I am being forced to consider how 
much will be robbed from them in the name of profit — how much of their clean water, their 
ability to grow healthy food, to experience biodiversity, to live without conflict, to exist in 
livable temperatures. How much anxiety they will be subjected to at the real possibility that 
their life will be upended by a natural disaster. I am being forced to reckon with the depth of 
the greed of those in power when making decisions as personal as whether to have 
children. We all are. And it!s infuriating. It!s even more infuriating because it doesn!t have to 
be like this. Those in power are making conscious choices at every stage, crafting the kind 
of world that we will eventually inhabit. We can make different choices. But those in power 
must be forced to listen.

Even amidst all of the deep injustice, I hold tremendous hope in the knowledge that people 
like my mother have brought up an entire generation of activists to follow in their footsteps. 
We are coming of age and entering the world, becoming writers, organizers, scientists, 



politicians, artists. And as the climate crisis deepens, we are poised and ready to take up 
the fight alongside them. And make no mistake; we!re just getting started.”

My decision to engage in peaceful civil disobedience was motivated by my love for this creation, 
and my concern for the future of my children and life on Earth. I am at peace with this decision, 
and am fully prepared to accept the consequences of my actions.  

I know that many strong and courageous people have walked this path before me. They have 
stood before the National Energy Board, Ministerial Panel and courts of law, and brought 
compelling evidence to bear on the dangers and folly of proceeding with the Trans Mountain 
Expansion. I am aware that it is the duty of this court to enforce the rule of the law, and that your 
only concern is to determine whether or not we are guilty of breaching the injunction. 
However, this injunction leads directly to the worsening of the climate crisis, and violates the 
birthright of present and future generations to a healthy planet on which to live and thrive.

I hope and pray that my words and deeds, as well as those of my fellow arrestees here in court 
today and tomorrow, and the amore than 240 concerned people who have been arrested for 
breaching this injunction prior to us, will serve to raise more public awareness about the climate 
emergency and what is at stake, and why the Trans Mountain Expansion project should be 
stopped.

(1) https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-unprecedented-
report/

(2) https://twnsacredtrust.ca/statement-tsleil-waututh-nation-sacred-trust-on-direct-action/
(3) https://quakerservice.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Interpretation-implementation-of-FPIC-

statement-Feb-2019.pdf
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