
 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

Press Release, For Immediate Release: December 6, 2022 

 

səl̓ilw̓ətaʔɬ (Tsleil-Waututh), kʷikʷəƛ̓əm (Kwikwetlem), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh 

Úxwumixw (Squamish) and xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam) Nations (Burnaby, 

BC). A multi-billion dollar pipeline company continues construction, 

while a grassroots group of land defenders persists in resistance.  

 

On December 4th, 2022, a full three years after the Trans Mountain Expansion 

pipeline should have been completed, a Teepee was erected on an unfinished part 

of the pipeline route on Coast Salish lands. The Teepee belongs to Ramona Shirt,  

Cold Lake First Nation. This part of the Brunette River is home to the endangered 

Nooksack Dace and western painted turtle. The new camp represents the undying 

resolve of land defenders to protect the planet and stop this pipeline. 

Protect The Planet has erected numerous camps along the route that have delayed 

the construction of the TMX pipeline, which is at least $14 billion dollars over 

budget. In March 2018, members of the Tsleil-Waututh and Squamish Nations with 

support of the NGO community, constructed camps and a Watch House directly 

beside the Tank Farm on Burnaby Mountain. This garnered National attention and 

attracted thousands of supporters. Not long after these mass demonstrations and 

arrests, Kinder Morgan dropped the project and Canada bought it. 

Supporters of indigenous solidarity and climate action are encouraged to come out 
and visit the camp. Donations of food and supplies are welcome.  
 
Khursten Bullock, a camp resident, said: “We invite people to take this opportunity 

to raise their voices for what they believe in. The Canadian Government is 

behaving tyrannically, as if the lives of people and the well-being of nature is 

secondary to corporate interests and the never-ending need for profit.”  

Another camper, Emily Kelsall, responds to a question: "When people ask me why 

bother fighting a pipeline that is halfway done, my answer is unequivocal. Oil and 



 

gas have already taken so much, and continue relegating our future to one of utter 

misery. If we give up now, we’re not only forfeiting our chance at a livable planet, 

we’re resigning to injustice and amorality. This better world is worth fighting for.” 

Cassie Wells, a campaigner with Protect the Planet, comments: “Canada ranks 58 

out of 63 countries on the Climate Change Performance Index. That’s behind the 

United States and China! Our performance is abysmal and our actions run counter 

to science, ethics and our international commitments on addressing climate 

change. Canada is sitting on several carbon bombs, of which TMX is one. There is 

still time to cancel it and orient towards transitioning off fossil fuels.”  
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# # # 

  

Protect the Planet is a coalition opposed to tar sands expansion and the 

Trans Mountain Expansion pipeline. For more information: stopTMX.ca • 

facebook.com/StopTMX • @PPSTMX1 

 
 

 
Brunette River Camp set up Dec. 5, 2022.  
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Access to the camp is straightforward and safe. Walking either from Braid 

Station or parking on the North side of Trans-Canada Highway (see P in image 

below). There are crosswalks and plenty of safe space to walk down Trans 

Canada’s eastbound exit ramp to short trail to camp. No need to cross injunction 

zone barriers. 

 
 

 

BACKGROUND 

In 2018, the $21.4 billion pipeline project was purchased for $4.5 billion by the federal 
government from Texas oil giant, Kinder Morgan. The cost increases and delays on the 
project are significant. In June 2022, the Parliamentary Budget Officer reported that Trans 
Mountain was unprofitable. Even worse, an economic analysis from Oct. 2022 showed 
how Trans Mountain’s “compromised viability” had been falsely reported to Canadians: 
Not only was Trans Mountain unprofitable from the start; it would never be commercially 
viable. It is likely that over $17 billion in debt owed to Canadians will not be repaid.   
  
Lack of transparency on Trans Mountain is not limited to finances, but includes serious 
conflict of interest, too. The federal government owns the pipeline, yet is concurrently 
responsible for regulating pipelines via the Canada Energy Regulator (CER). To date, all 
decision-making has been behind closed doors, with no democratic process whatsoever. 
Canadian taxpayers, who are paying for the project, have “no lawful avenue …to scrutinize 
the sources and evidence that is being considered by the CER, or legally challenge the 
evidence, the process, or the findings” of the CER. Regulatory capture is evident.   
  
Trans Mountain's press release about the Thompson River tunnel redrill referred to 
"technical issues" as the cause of the need to redrill. Trans Mountain claims the Fraser 
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River tunnel problem is due to a “mechanical failure”, however the tunneling equipment 
performed as expected. The Fraser tunnel problem has its origin in the Company’s 
decision to not drill test bores at the crossing and to use horizontal directional drilling 
(HDD) contrary to the advice of its experts. From January through to November 2022, this 
segment was continually plagued by technical issues and sinkholes. 
  
The project is opposed by the Squamish Nation, Tsleil-Waututh Nation and Coldwater 
Indian Band, who were denied leave to appeal by the Supreme Court of Canada. It also 
conflicts with Canada's commitment under the Paris Climate Agreement to keep global 
temperatures from rising above 1.5 degree Celsius. The project crosses 1,300 streams 
and rivers and would impact numerous drinking water sources along the route, as well as 
Burnaby Mountain and Simon Fraser University. It would also spell a 7-fold increase in 
tanker traffic in Burrard Inlet and an increased threat to the endangered Southern Resident 
Orcas. The Province of British Columbia, the State of Washington, and 20 municipalities 
oppose the pipeline project, including the Cities of New Westminster and Burnaby. 
  
The existing Trans Mountain pipeline is already a major environmental and public health 
hazard with a long history of disastrous spills. In June 2020, 50,000 gallons of crude oil 
spilled from a pump station located above an aquifer that supplies the Sumas First Nation 
with drinking water. The thirteen 67-year old tanks at the terminus of the pipeline are too 
close together to put out in the event of a fire, according to the Burnaby Fire Department. 
The tank farm expansion makes it more difficult for the Burnaby Fire Department to fight 
fires, according to a recent affidavit from the Fire Chief. 240,000 people live within the 4.2 
km radius of the site that is considered an evacuation zone including 32,000 members of 
the SFU community. 
  
A growing number of insurers have pulled out of the pipeline project; those still involved 
are facing pressure to divest. In November 2020, the Canada Energy Regulator released a 
report stating that there is no need for any pipeline expansion if Canada takes measures 
to curb GHGs. In Sept 2020, economists warned that the TMX project was no longer 
financially viable. Indigenous groups, as well as the final report of the National Inquiry into 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls have pointed out the connection 
between resource extraction man-camps and violence against Indigenous women. 
  
The coalition of environmental groups opposing the TMX pipeline includes, but is not 
limited to, Protect the Planet Stop TMX, Mountain Protectors, Protect the Inlet, Extinction 
Rebellion Vancouver, STAND.earth, Burnaby Residents Opposing Kinder Morgan 
Expansion (BROKE), PipeUp Network,  Climate Convergence, Dogwood, Colony Farms 
Regional Park, BC Environmental Network, Babies for Climate Justice, Sustainabiliteens 
Vancouver, 350 Vancouver, 350 SFU, and Wilderness Committee. 

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUSxyoqYxugKsdIX3cZGV2j6wQfhLkEaGoiwNkdAaGZ0KzizUKS0RIK7C5rT-2FyHWXVK0A0cRUKVvsIOcZ9pi6i28vPlCC1gWP6cqc5IJPw2h1u1LLy2LgpXrGs2hhRiZSNJiw1a4FLGNTlYzPP1ElKho-3DtFhJ_iJzxOyMrsQ3l103sURlb1eBd69Y-2FbmFjiCbhSrhOkkXKFfTSh9zDHKDiRKIB6WOJglnhorXUupx6-2BE4fIoBSGWXPkoC9mwg0sF-2BDmhd-2BdkRCi7-2FXfOgYiqQ7aS4PRjNhuWqwHOxoFqsICcAZQ5e9-2FfwN-2BY-2FzilAKwd4-2FOtIsXV3MCZfyP-2FLr61P9YZWagN9WMZxktARvcqDjj6IopTYZQ2qdIKAHhYYcM7d9OYZQ6xMpyO7A-2BLrJdaPgBKUUovV0Vvu3IZgpdm6hl6Z9Uxcxgdpb8LtuwGRGW1AJuV-2F-2FV1GiNZajEGoeRFuglt36FXJ36it-2Fepr80EQWWzvN1tgvWQ-3D-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUXBEwRbdaZgLN4mH2dX516oabhbfOZovrdz8h3DlQojRQQR-2Bg5L60VoUjr5AhEL0rZIh4l-2FEjSPhPzOxH3RfTKKamZmYSoju7K6ezdyeQEkJ5Z1j3n0FElt6rnRmZTTMog-3D-3DNVxe_iJzxOyMrsQ3l103sURlb1eBd69Y-2FbmFjiCbhSrhOkkXKFfTSh9zDHKDiRKIB6WOJglnhorXUupx6-2BE4fIoBSGWXPkoC9mwg0sF-2BDmhd-2BdkRCi7-2FXfOgYiqQ7aS4PRjNhuWqwHOxoFqsICcAZQ5e9-2FfwN-2BY-2FzilAKwd4-2FOtIsXV3MCZfyP-2FLr61P9YZWagN9WB2vfi66dCa12phZj2gL6Ln1gbT-2B0IoKGDYmGcdqhmdOeYJpkakxbYAci7Si3BrDCI-2F7melJhdlGWoL4hYcdScQKXJOmTZ-2B-2BPMi7-2Bzl9MxfNmQCEGMRyzMc9UpU2VfLTCOLjXKw6hl34Be3vrHW6RwQ-3D-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUXBEwRbdaZgLN4mH2dX516oabhbfOZovrdz8h3DlQojRQQR-2Bg5L60VoUjr5AhEL0rZIh4l-2FEjSPhPzOxH3RfTKKamZmYSoju7K6ezdyeQEkJ5Z1j3n0FElt6rnRmZTTMog-3D-3DNVxe_iJzxOyMrsQ3l103sURlb1eBd69Y-2FbmFjiCbhSrhOkkXKFfTSh9zDHKDiRKIB6WOJglnhorXUupx6-2BE4fIoBSGWXPkoC9mwg0sF-2BDmhd-2BdkRCi7-2FXfOgYiqQ7aS4PRjNhuWqwHOxoFqsICcAZQ5e9-2FfwN-2BY-2FzilAKwd4-2FOtIsXV3MCZfyP-2FLr61P9YZWagN9WB2vfi66dCa12phZj2gL6Ln1gbT-2B0IoKGDYmGcdqhmdOeYJpkakxbYAci7Si3BrDCI-2F7melJhdlGWoL4hYcdScQKXJOmTZ-2B-2BPMi7-2Bzl9MxfNmQCEGMRyzMc9UpU2VfLTCOLjXKw6hl34Be3vrHW6RwQ-3D-3D
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2021/12/29/latest-news/trans-mountain-fights-sidestep-fire-bylaws-burnaby-terminal
https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/insurance-provider-for-trans-mountain-pipeline-says-it-won-t-renew-policy-1.5454981
https://www.vancouverisawesome.com/vancouver-news/indigenous-youth-group-to-send-testimonials-of-violent-vancouver-police-action-to-united-nations-3469563
https://www.vancouverisawesome.com/vancouver-news/indigenous-youth-group-to-send-testimonials-of-violent-vancouver-police-action-to-united-nations-3469563
https://financialpost.com/commodities/energy/canada-energy-regulator-projects-there-may-be-no-need-for-trans-mountain-expansion
https://financialpost.com/commodities/energy/canada-energy-regulator-projects-there-may-be-no-need-for-trans-mountain-expansion
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2020/09/18/news/weak-oil-demand-forecasts-leave-economists-wondering-if-trans-mountain-makes-sense
https://www.macleans.ca/news/canada/mmiwgs-findings-on-man-camps-are-a-good-place-for-government-to-get-started/

