
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Press Advisory - For Immediate Release: December 3,  2022 
 
Artists and Activists Assemble to defend Burnaby Mountain and Protest the Trans Mountain 
Oil Pipeline Expansion Project 
 
Unceded səl �ilwətaʔɬ (Tsleil-Waututh), xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish) & 
kʷikʷəƛ̓əm Territories (BURNABY, BC)—A Festive Hug brings more love to Burnaby Mountain! On 
Sunday, Dec. 11 Indigenous leaders and other supporters of Protect the Planet and partners will 
combine art and activism to stand against the Trans Mountain Expansion (TMX) project. 
Attendees will make earth friendly decorations and display them in trees 
between Kwekwecnewtxw: the traditional Coast Salish Watch House and the gates to the Trans 
Mountain tank facility. There will be an Indigenous welcome ceremony, speakers, musicians and 
artists. 
 
When: Sunday, December 11, 2022, 11am to 3pm  
Where: Forest Grove Park, Burnaby 200 Soccer Field (8505 Forest Grove Dr, Burnaby, BC)  
Why: The inaugural Hug the Mountain event in May 2022 drew hundreds of people to Burnaby 
Mountain to convey a powerful message of shared concern for Mother Earth. The Festive Hug 
will continue this message following COP27 and the government’s dismal efforts to address the 
climate crisis.  
 
As Dr. Kate Tairyan of Protect the Planet explains: “The Canadian government and its Trans 
Mountain Expansion project threaten our collective future and survival, the pipeline expansion 
activities on Burnaby Mountain pose a direct risk to the residents, homes, schools and the fragile 
ecosystem of the surrounding urban forests and salmon-bearing creeks. We must protect 
Burnaby Mountain for future generations by stopping this deadly project now. We invite all 
caring people to join our voices in this festive season and show the world that our love for the 
Mountain is forever and pipelines have no place in the future we envision for our kids and 
communities!” 
 
The TMX project was purchased by the federal government from oil giant Kinder Morgan in 2018. 
Construction for the project is taking place across the unceded territories of many Indigenous 
nations without their consent. Its operation will triple the amount of diluted bitumen transported 
from the Alberta tar sands to Burnaby - to 890 000 barrels per day - resulting in dangerous 
increases in global emissions. Burnaby Mountain is a highly impacted site of TMX construction. It 



hosts the Burnaby Terminal (a collection of flammable storage tanks) and the Burnaby Mountain 
Tunnel through which the crude oil pipeline will run. Students, faculty and staff of Simon Fraser 
University and nearby schools, residents of Burnaby, and the cities of Vancouver, Burnaby and 
New Westminster all oppose TMX. 
 
For more information, please visit www.hugthemountain.ca. 
For interviews, or call Dr. Kate Tairyan  (604) 671-2919  
or email: hugburnabymountain@gmail.com 
 

### 
 

 
 
Protect the Planet is a coalition opposed to tar sands expansion and the Trans Mountain 
Expansion pipeline. For more information: stopTMX.ca • facebook.com/StopTMX • @PPSTMX1 
 
BACKGROUND 
  
The estimated $20 billion pipeline project was purchased for $4.5 billion from Texas oil giant 
Kinder Morgan by the federal government in 2018. This creates a conflict of interest for the 
federal government because the federal government is responsible for regulating pipelines 
through the Canada Energy Regulator (CER).  
  
Costs on the pipeline have ballooned since the purchase requiring ever greater subsidies from 
the federal government. Trans Mountain has not provided a cost update since February 2020. 
This lack of transparency from Trans Mountain is not limited to finances. Trans Mountain's 
press release about the Thompson River tunnel redrill referred to "technical issues" as the 
cause of the need to redrill. Trans Mountain claims the Fraser  River tunnel problem is due to a 
“mechanical failure”, however the tunneling equipment performed as expected. The Fraser 
tunnel problem has its origin in the Company’s decision to not drill test bores at the crossing 
and to use HDD contrary to the advice of its experts.  
  
The project is opposed by the Squamish Nation, Tsleil-Waututh Nation and Coldwater Indian 
Band, who were denied leave to appeal by the Supreme Court of Canada. It also conflicts with 
Canada's commitment under the Paris Climate Agreement to keep global temperatures from 
rising above 1.5 degree Celsius. The project crosses 1,300 streams and rivers and would impact 
numerous drinking water sources along the route, as well as Burnaby Mountain and Simon 
Fraser University. It would also spell a 7-fold increase in tanker traffic in Burrard Inlet and an 
increased threat to the endangered Southern Resident Orcas. The Province of British Columbia, 
the State of Washington, and 20 municipalities oppose the pipeline project, including the Cities 
of New Westminster and Burnaby. 
  
The existing Trans Mountain pipeline is already a major environmental and public health hazard 
with a long history of disastrous spills. In June 2020, 50,000 gallons of crude oil spilled from a 
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pump station located above an aquifer that supplies the Sumas First Nation with drinking 
water. The thirteen 67-year old tanks at the terminus of the pipeline are too close together to 
put out in the event of a fire, according to the Burnaby Fire Department. The tank farm 
expansion makes it more difficult for the Burnaby Fire Department to fight fires, according to a 
recent affidavit from the Fire Chief. 240,000 people live within the 4.2 km radius of the site that 
is considered an evacuation zone including 32,000 members of the SFU community. 
  
A growing number of insurers have pulled out of the pipeline project; those still involved are 
facing pressure to divest. In November 2020, the Canada Energy Regulator released a report 
stating that there is no need for any pipeline expansion if Canada takes measures to curb GHGs. 
In Sept 2020, economists warned that the TMX project was no longer financially viable. 
Indigenous groups, as well as the final report of the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls have pointed out the connection between resource extraction 
man-camps and violence against Indigenous women. 
  
The coalition of environmental groups opposing the TMX pipeline includes, but is not limited to, 
Protect the Planet Stop TMX, Mountain Protectors, Protect the Inlet, Extinction Rebellion 
Vancouver, STAND.earth, Burnaby Residents Opposing Kinder Morgan Expansion (BROKE), 
PipePup Network,  Climate Convergence, Dogwood, Colony Farms Regional Park, BC 
Environmental Network,  Babies for Climate Justice, Sustainabiliteens Vancouver, 350 
Vancouver, 350 SFU, and Wilderness Committee. 
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